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Salary Surveys continue to create considerable interest.  We 
still get requests for our 2004 salary survey results to this day1. The 
current survey parallels the format of the 2004 survey, asking the 
identical questions to facilitate comparisons. The 2007 survey was 
sent by email to those Microscopy Today subscribers in the United 
States for whom we had email addresses.  Respondents completed 
the survey on the internet2 within an eight-day window in mid-May 
2007. We needed 350 respondents in order to have results accurate 
to ± 3%; we had 674 respondents. The survey was anonymous. 
Thank you to all that participated.

The 2004 salary survey established that regional geographic 
differences in salary had essentially disappeared at that time. Ac-
cordingly, we did not ask respondents what state they resided in 
for this survey.

The data are reported graphically rather than in table format 
except for the instrument cross-correaltion table. To read, simply 
follow the bars of interest. Each bar denotes the percentage of 
that population that reported a specific salary range. Overall, the 
individual histograms should tend towards a log-normal distribu-
tion. For example: the salaries of biologists in the first table. The 
pie-chart inserts shows the percentages of respondents in each case. 
Groups with a low percentage of participation will have distribu-
tions that differ in varying degrees from the expected log-normal 
distribution. 

For the most part we are leaving it up to the reader to draw 
their own conclusions and interpretation of the data. Comparisons 
between this data and the 2004 data are useful. To facilitate these 
comparisons we have placed both the 2004 and 2007 data on our 
website: http://www.microscopy-today.com for PDF download.

Biological Sciences (biology, biotech, medicine, pharmaceuticals), Physical Sciences (materials science, Nanotechnology, semiconductors, forensics), and 
Traditional sciences (chemistry, physics, geology, earth and environmental sciences). 
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The survey questions pertaining to instrument identification 
and usage, with two exceptions, will not be reported upon in Mi-
croscopy Today. Individuals interested in that data should contact 
Barbara Foster. The instrument data we deemed to be of interest 
to the readers of Microscopy Today are presented in the bar graph 
above and in the table on the next page.

Probably way down the list in importance to our readers, after 
salary data, is the desire to learn the present situation with regard 
to the number and types of instruments used by our respondents 
and the cross correlation of one group of instruments with another 
group in the same laboratory.

One very obvious conclusion in the number of instruments bar 
graph, that confirms the reader’s intuitive sense,  is the number of 
labs that use digital imaging acquisition and software for data col-
lection. From the numbers in the table, 562 of the 674 repondents 
have entered the digital age. Subtract away corporate managers and 
vendor sales people from the 674 respondents and it is probably 
safe to say that nearly 100% of the microscopist users have gone 
digital.

It is also useful to note that respondents performing non-visible 
light microscopy remain strong customers of vendors selling light 
microscopes. 87% of W or LaB6 SEM users also have stereo micro-
scopes in their labs, etc. The conclusion an instrument manufacturer 
can draw from that is that just because a particular laboratory is 
known to be an electron microscopy facility, that does not mean 
that there are no opprotunities to sell visible light microscopes as 
well as specimen preparation supplies, etc.

It is our intention to  conduct a salary survey of microscopists 
every other year from this time forward.   
1. R. Anderson and B. Foster, Microscopy Today 2004 Salary Survey Re-

sults, Microsc.Today, 14,1, 2004. Available from R.A. in PDF format.
2. The survey was executed by Zoomerang, A MarketTools Inc. Company, 

San Francisco, CA. http:www.zoomerang.com. 
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